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PREAMBLE 
 
This prescription provides the specifications for assessment for the Pacific Senior 
Secondary Certificate in Development Studies.  It is a revised version of the 
prescription first introduced in 1995. 
 
In up-dating the original prescription, the review panel has tried to make the 
course content reflect development issues that affect, or are likely to affect, Pacific 
islanders.  Topics have been expressed in terms of student learning outcomes 
rather than teaching objectives, and have been written in much greater detail 
than before.  A list of skills has been provided.  Internal assessment tasks have 
been modified in line with feedback received from teachers and educational 
advisers.  Clearer guidance has been given to assist those who are teaching this 
subject for the first time.  An attempt has also been made to link the course 
content with that of the proposed South Pacific Form 7 prescription in 
Development Studies that could be introduced in 2008. 
 
Development Studies is a relatively new subject for students in the Pacific region.  
With its multi-disciplinary approach, it looks at social change in the modern 
world, with a particular emphasis on developments that affect the quality of life of 
people in developing countries.   At PSSC level, it introduces the students to the 
many-faceted idea of development and deals with key development concerns such 
as economic growth, human and environmental security, international aid, health 
and education.  An important objective of the course is to help students realize 
that each individual can contribute to the development of his/her community  -  
at a local, national and international level. 

 
 

PREREQUISITES 
 
Students are expected to: 
 
1. have a broad understanding of the Earth’s physical and human features, 

including the following: 
• size and shape of the Earth, latitude and longitude 
• how map projections influence our concept of the world:  e.g. in old 

projections such as Mercator’s, regions in temperate and polar latitudes 
appear much larger than they really are, while Peters’ equal area 
projection shows the true size of continents but distorts their shape 

• the geological time scale 
• major features of relief, climate and natural vegetation  
• natural resources:  definition (flow, stock, continuous); overview of 

natural resources in the Pacific; fossil fuels, their use and their 
dwindling supply 

• human origins and early migrations 
• ethnic groups and their distribution, the diversity of human kind, 

dangers of racial and national stereotyping 
• recent migrations and the spread of language 
• major technological developments in the last 200 years 
• major religions, their date of origin and their influence on human 

development 
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• regional groupings of countries (Oceania/Australasia, North America, 
Europe, East Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, Caribbean, etc.) 

• salient features of the world’s population (number, distribution, growth, 
regional differences) 

 
2. have basic graphic skills and know how to conduct research 
 
3. have sound written and oral language skills 
 
 

COURSE AIMS 
 
At PSSC level, Development Studies should enable students to:  
 
1. examine the changes that affect people’s quality of life, especially those 

issues relevant to developing countries 
 
2. appreciate that there are many aspects of development  -  not just economic 

issues  -  and that these aspects are all inter-related. 
 
3. gain experience in analyzing and evaluating strategies for development at 

local, national and international scales 
 
4. develop a range of knowledge, skills and attitudes that will enable them to 

participate more willingly and effectively in the development of the society in 
which they live 

 
 

 
GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

 
Students should be able to: 
 
1. understand the meaning of “development” and current development 

terminology 
 
2. analyse levels of development by using common development indicators, and 

be able to suggest reasons for inequalities in development at local and 
regional scales 

 
3. understand how the different sectors of economic development impact on the 

quality of life of individuals and societies, particularly in relation to standard 
of living and food security 

 
4. evaluate the usefulness of international development aid 
 
5. describe and explain the impacts of development on the natural environment 

and appreciate the need for environmental security 
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6. appreciate that “development” should enable everyone to have access to 
health and educational facilities, to employment opportunities and to basic 
human rights 

 
7. understand that they have a real role to play in the development of society, 

and that their actions can contribute towards the betterment of the world  
 
8. enhance their skills in research, report writing, group discussion and oral 

presentation 
 
9. interpret data in statistical, diagrammatic, cartographic, cartoon, pictorial 

and graphical forms 
 
 

SKILLS AND ATTITUDES TO BE DEVELOPED 
 

Practical skills 
Students will be able to: 

• construct and interpret a variety of graphs (bar, scatter, pie, line, 
pictograms, histograms), diagrams, models, and photographs 

 
Thinking skills 
Students will be able to 

• interpret cartoons that show issues related to development 
• analyse and interpret statistical data and written reports/articles 
• demonstrate skills in planning and forward thinking  
• synthesize (make generalizations) and conceptualise 
• evaluate -  make value judgements about specific issues 

 
Research skills 
Students will be able to: 

• use a variety of sources to select and obtain relevant information  -  
primary sources (interviews, observations, surveys), and secondary sources 
(books, magazines, newspapers, the internet, CD-ROMs, television, DVDs, 
etc. )  

• evaluate the information obtained from a source according to its accuracy 
and suitability 

• list information sources in a standard format 
• present findings in written, pictorial and graphical forms, and communicate 

them to others 
 
Attitudes: 
Students will: 

• be willing and able to contribute to the development of the local community 
• appreciate the inter-disciplinary nature of development 
• be able to identify social, environmental, economic and other pressing 

issues in society and be ready to suggest viable solutions 
• empathise with those who are the victims of poverty, inequality, conflict, 

prejudice and other forms of injustice 
• be more sensitive to the needs of others and feel a responsibility to serve 

and assist them 
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COURSE CONTENT AND OUTCOMES 
 

 
SECTION A:   WHAT IS DEVELOPMENT? 
 
“Development” is not just economic development, but covers a whole range of 
aspects that relate to the quality of life of individuals and societies.  It can be 
measured by “development indicators” that enable comparisons to be made at 
local, national, regional and international scales, but many of these indicators 
have limitations.   Use of development indicators can quantify the inequalities 
that exist within societies, nations and regions.  Such inequalities, often referred 
to as the “development gap”, have been greatly enhanced by the spread of the 
industrial revolution, through colonialism and the pattern of world trade. 
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 1:    Describe and explain the different aspects of development  

for individuals and societies 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
1.1 explain that development can refer to economic development, social  

development, political development, cultural development, 
environmental development, spiritual development, etc.   
  

1.2 give their own definition of the word “development” 
 
 

Outcome 2:  Define, give examples of, and state the limitations of  
various development indicators 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
2.1 define the most common indicator of economic development -  GDP per 

capita, expressed in purchasing power parity (PPP) -  and explain how it 
is  calculated 

 
2.2 explain the difference between GNP and GDP 
 
2.3 describe the main limitations of using GNP/GDP as the principal 

indicator of economic development 
 
2.4 define other commonly used indicators of overall development, e.g. the 

Human Development Index (HDI) 
 
2.5 define and explain how other social, demographic and environmental 

indicators are calculated -  e.g. persons per doctor, infant mortality rate, 
life expectancy, carbon emissions, daily intake of calories per person … 
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2.6 explain that there are some aspects of development that cannot be 
quantified, e.g. happiness, security, love, justice… 

Outcome 3:  Assess the levels of development in an area by collecting,  
calculating and analyzing development indicators 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
3.1 conduct their own “quality of life” survey in a local area in which they 

collect, calculate and analyse a few simple indicators of social and 
economic development (e.g. building materials, water supply, income 
earned, age and gender…..) 

 
3.2 present the information obtained in the form of graphs and diagrams 

 
 

Outcome 4:  Describe inequalities in development on a world and a  
regional scale, including the “development gap” between 
industrialized and developing countries 

 
Students will be able to: 
 
4.1 define the terms “inequality” and “development gap” 
 
4.2 give examples of inequalities on a world and a regional scale, using 

statistical indicators to justify their statements, e.g. differences in life 
expectancy, income, vehicles per 1000 persons, access to the 
internet….. 

 
4.3 use the different terms to show inequalities in economic development, 

e.g. “developed” and “developing”;  “haves” and “have nots”, 
“industrialized” and “industrializing”:   “north” and “south”;  “majority 
world” and “minority world”;  “first”, “second” and “third” worlds, “most 
developed countries” (MDCs), “less developed countries” (LDCs), “most 
economically developed countries” (MEDCs), “least economically 
developed countries” (LEDCs), newly industrializing countries (NICs).  
(For further clarification, please refer to the Advisory Section, p. ). 

 
4.4 show how these inequalities have a spatial dimension and can be shown 

on a world map (e.g. the less developed countries are to be found in 
Africa, Latin America, South and South-East Asia and the Pacific) 

 
 
Outcome 5:  Explain inequalities in development by reference to  

colonialism and world trade 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
5.1 define the terms  “colonial power”, “colony” and “colonialism” 
 
5.2 explain how colonialism in the past affected countries in the developing 

world  -  break-up of traditional societies, exploitation of raw materials, 
establishment of commercial plantations, forced transfer of labour, 
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creation of new nations, alienation of land, etc.;  discuss how these 
effects lead to increased inequalities between industrialized and 
developing countries 

 
5.3 explain how colonialism has influenced the pattern of world trade  -  raw 

materials from the “developing countries” at low prices, manufactured 
goods from the “industrialized countries” at high prices   -  and how this 
leads to unfair terms of trade between the “price fixers” and the “price 
acceptors” and perpetuates inequalities in development 

 
5.4 briefly state the aims of the World Trade Organisation in trying to 

encourage free trade, and the major criticisms of its work 
 

 
SECTION B:   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  PRIMARY PRODUCTION 
 
Economic development refers to the way in which we extract and process our 
natural resources in order to satisfy our needs and wants.  It can be divided into 
primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors.  Primary production 
includes the extraction or removal of resources through mining, forestry and 
fishing, as well as subsistence and commercial agriculture.  Food production and 
food security are key elements in enabling people to achieve an acceptable quality 
of life. 
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 1:    Differentiate between the main sectors of economic  

development  -  primary, secondary, tertiary and 
quaternary 

 
Students will be able to: 
 
1.1 define and give examples of the four sectors of economic development 
 
 
Outcome 2:  Define and explain the features and effects of extractive 

primary industries with particular emphasis on the 
Pacific islands 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
2.1 define and give examples of extractive primary industries in the Pacific  -  

mining, forestry and fishing 
2.2 undertake, as one of the optional topics in the seminar on food security, 

a case study of one extractive primary industry in one Pacific country, 
describing the resources being exploited, the methods of extraction or 
removal, and the economic benefits and drawbacks 
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Outcome 3:  Discuss the features and importance of commercial and 
subsistence agriculture, with particular reference to food 
production 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
3.1 define and differentiate between the following types of agriculture, giving 

specific examples of each;  sedentary and shifting; arable and pastoral; 
subsistence and commercial;  intensive and extensive  

3.2 draw a flow chart of an agricultural system, with inputs, processes, 
outputs, markets and feedbacks, and using actual examples of 
commercial and subsistence farming from their own country 

3.3 describe the advantages and disadvantages of commercial plantations to 
people in developing countries 

3.4 summarize the importance and location of the world’s major food and 
plantation crops, e.g. rice, wheat, maize, potatoes, tea, tobacco, sugar, 
coffee, cacao, bananas 

 
 
Outcome 4:  Define and explain the concept of “food security” 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
4.1 define the term “food security” 
4.2 describe the major problems faced by farmers in developing countries  -  

natural disasters, loss of soil fertility, soil erosion, the “cycle of poverty”, 
lack of control over world commodity prices, dependency on a small 
range of products, land fragmentation, lack of appropriate technology, 
population growth, and the appropriation of land by large companies or 
tourism projects 

4.3 participate in a seminar on overcoming problems of food security by 
presenting a paper on one of the following:  appropriate technology, new 
sources of protein, food aid, fish farming, land reform, hydroponics, role 
of women in agriculture, “Green Revolution” and use of hybrids and 
genetically modified seeds, methods of overcoming loss of food through 
natural disasters (e.g. by traditional methods of food preservation) 

 
 
 

SECTION C:   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  SECONDARY, TERTIARY AND  
QUATERNARY PRODUCTION 

 
The transformation of raw materials through secondary industry accelerated with 
the Industrial Revolution and led to a concentration of wealth and power in 
industrialized countries.  Today, many developing nations are industrializing 
through a variety of strategies, ranging from the implantation of large 
multinational companies to the introduction of small-scale enterprises funded by 
micro-finance.  However, industrialized countries continue their dominance of 
world wealth and finance, with their neo-colonial influence perpetuated through 
development aid, the debt crisis, multinational companies and world trade.  There 
are also considerable differences in employment structures between 
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industrialized and developing countries, with the latter characterized by a much 
higher proportion of their workforce in primary occupations and a significant 
section of their urban populations involved in informal employment.    
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 1:    Summarize the features of the Industrial Revolution and  

explain some of the present day strategies for 
industrialization 

 
Students will be able to: 
 
1.1 define the term “industrialization” 
1.2 summarize the main features of the Industrial Revolution, e.g. mass 

production, factories, new sources of power, mechanization, greater 
efficiency, … 

1.3 explain and give actual examples of some of the strategies for 
industrialization that are open to developing nations  -   multinational 
companies, export-orientated industries, import substitution, 
government-directed plans for industralisation, private-sector-led 
growth, structural adjustment programmes imposed by the IMF, small-
scale rural industries, …. 

 
 
Outcome 2:  Explain the advantages and disadvantages of 

multinational companies, including agribusinesses 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
2.1 define and give examples of multinational/transnational companies, 

including those operating in their own country 
2.2 describe and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 

multinational/transnational companies and agribusinesses for 
developing countries (countries of the “south”) 

 
 
Outcome 3:  Explain the importance of small-scale enterprises and  

micro finance 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
3.1 define and give examples of  “small-scale enterprises” and “micro-

finance” 
3.2 explain the importance of small-scale enterprise and micro-finance in 

economic development, referring to specific examples 
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Outcome 4:  Explain the factors that lead to international debt  
 
Students will be able to: 
 
4.1 define the term “international debt” 
4.2 explain, with examples, some of the factors that result in a country 

having a large international debt, e.g. imports exceeding exports, raw 
materials dominating exports, loans, …. 

 
 
 
 
Outcome 5:  Explain “neo-colonialism” and show how it is related to  

international debt, aid, trade and multinational 
companies 

 
Students will be able to: 
 
5.1 define the terms “neo-colonialism” and “debt crisis”  
5.2 explain how neo-colonialism is related to the debt crisis, international 

aid, international trade and multinational companies 
5.3 differentiate between neo-colonialism and colonialism 
 
 
Outcome 6:  Describe and explain differences between employment  

structures in industrialized and developing countries  
 
Students will be able to: 
 
6.1 define “employment structure” (percentage employed in different 

sectors of economic development) and differentiate between 
employment structures in industrialized and developing countries 

6.2 explain some of the reasons why these differences occur 
 
 
Outcome 7:  Define various terms used to define work and employment 

and evaluate the importance of informal employment in 
developing countries 

 
Students will be able to: 
 
7.1 explain that work can be described in various ways, i.e. that work does 

not always have a monetary reward  
7.2 define and give examples of the following terms:  employment, 

unemployment, underemployment, formal employment, informal 
employment, workforce 

7.3 describe the main differences between formal and informal 
employment 

7.4 evaluate the importance of informal employment to developing 
countries, with specific examples 
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Outcome 8:  Describe the inequalities that may arise in employment  
 
Students will be able to: 
 
8.1 define “inequalities of employment” 
8.2 describe and give examples of the discrimination against women in the 

workforce 
8.3 discuss reasons for the exploitation of women and children in the work 

force, giving one or more specific examples from their own countries 
 

 
SECTION D:   INTERNATIONAL AID 
 
Most developing countries receive some form of “official development aid” (ODA) 
from foreign donors.  This aid comes in various forms, originates from different 
sources and has both positive and negative impacts.  The most effective aid is 
often supplied by non-government organizations, and is “bottom-up” rather than 
“top-down”.  Rural development and poverty alleviation is a major focus for aid 
projects.  
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 1:    Explain and give examples of the different forms and  

sources of international aid, and evaluate their 
advantages and disadvantages  

 
Students will be able to: 
 
1.1 define the terms “official development aid” (ODA)/ “international aid”,  

“aid donor” and “aid recipient” 
1.2 define the different sources of development aid -  multilateral, bilateral, 

non-government organizations, voluntary 
1.3 describe the different ways in which aid is given (“forms of aid”)  -   

grants, loans, manpower, equipment, emergency aid, military aid  
1.4 give some examples of different forms and sources of aid with reference 

to their own countries 
1.5 evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of the different forms and 

sources of aid 
 
 
Outcome 2:  Explain the main reasons for giving aid, and the main 

problems for the recipients of aid 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
2.1 list the major international aid donors and discuss some of the reasons 

why they give aid 
2.2 describe, with examples, some of the problems arising from the 

reception of foreign aid by developing countries, e.g. aid dependency, 
tied aid, inappropriate aid, leakage of aid money, interference with 
national goals, boomerang aid 
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Outcome 3:  Describe the role of non-government organizations in the  

development of the students’ own countries 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
3.1 describe and give examples of the work done by non-government 

organizations in their own country 
3.2 evaluate the importance of non-government organizations in the 

development of their own country, i.e. helping with community 
development at grassroots level with no strings attached and less 
government interference 

 
 
Outcome 4:  Describe the planning process for a development project in  

a developing country 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
4.1 explain that a development project may help one group of people at the 

same time that it disadvantages another group 
4.2 describe the difference between “top-down” development and “bottom-

up” development, and explain why the latter is often the more effective 
approach 

4.3 undertake a study of an aid-funded development project in their own 
country in order to describe and assess how an aid project is planned, 
monitored and evaluated 

 
 
Outcome 5:  Describe and give examples of the main features of “rural  

development” 
 
Students will be able to: 
5.1 define rural development 
5.2 discuss some of the strategies for rural development used in different 

countries, e.g. land reform in China, cooperatives in India, micro-credit 
facilities in Samoa, …… 

 
 

SECTION E:   ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY 
 
Most aspects of development will have an impact on the natural environment, 
particularly when economic development is involved.  This invariably leads to a 
loss of resources and various forms of environmental degradation  -  of which 
deforestation, global warming and damage to coastal environments have 
particular significance to Pacific island nations.  To ensure “environmental 
security” for the present and future generations, it is essential to engage in 
“sustainable development”  -  ensuring that resource utilization is kept in balance 
with resource management and conservation. In the Pacific, this will involve the 
use of renewable sources of energy and other strategies.   
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OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 1:    Describe the nature, causes and consequences of different  

kinds of environmental degradation  
 
Students will be able to: 
 
1.1 define the term “environmental degradation” 
1.2 explain, with examples, some of the main ways in which our 

environment is being degraded  -  diminishing land and water resources, 
deforestation, loss of biodiversity, soil erosion, soil compaction, 
desertification, pollution, acid rain, the ozone hole, global warming, 
removal of mangroves, damage to coral reefs, etc. 

1.3 discuss, with specific examples, some of the consequences of these types 
of environmental degradation  -  e.g. removal of mangroves in Marovo 
Lagoon, Solomons, deprives coastal villages of fisheries resources and 
leaves the coastline more susceptible to marine erosion and tidal waves 

 
 
Outcome 2:  Describe and explain the use of energy resources in the  

Pacific, including the future move towards renewables 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
2.1 identify and describe the main sources of energy available in the Pacific 

islands, e.g. fossil fuels, solar energy, hydro-power, wind, geothermal 
power, tidal energy, biofuels (e.g. coco-fuel) 

2.2 discuss the usefulness of these sources of energy and the importance of 
moving towards renewables 

 
 
Outcome 3:  Explain and justify the importance of sustainable  

development 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
3.1 define the term “sustainable development” 
3.2 describe and explain the need for sustainable development and the 

conservation of the environment 
3.3 state some ways in which sustainable development can be carried out in 

their own country, e.g. use of biofuels, ecotourism, organic farming, 
reafforestation, coral re-seeding, aquaculture, traditional “taboos”, ….. 

 
 

SECTION F:   SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
Development is concerned with raising people’s quality of life -  not only giving 
them an acceptable standard of living, but providing them with more choices and 
opportunities.    Development must ensure that everyone can have a healthy life 



 
PSSC Development Studies Prescription 2007 

15

and has access to education.   Women and men must have equal opportunities in 
all aspects of living.  We must acknowledge that development of both individuals 
and communities is influenced by culture and religion, and that a person’s own 
spiritual development will impact upon their material life and their contribution 
to society. 
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 1:    Analyse the factors that will ensure good health  
 
Students will be able to: 
 
1.1 state the major causes of sickness in the world, distinguishing between 

communicable diseases, non-communicable or lifestyle sicknesses, and 
accidents 

1.2 describe the main factors that determine good health  -  clean water 
supplies, proper sanitation, access to medicines, nutrition, exercise, lack 
of stress, education of women, etc. and apply these to their own country 

1.3 analyse data and development indicators that measure health care 
1.4 explain the meaning of “primary health care” and justify its importance 

in developing countries 
1.5 evaluate health care programmes and systems in their own and other 

countries, pointing out the issues involved in the prioritization of health 
projects 

 
Outcome 2:  Explain the importance of education, including literacy 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
2.1 discuss the broad aims of education 
2.2 describe and give examples of different forms and systems of education  

-  formal, non-formal, informal, “western”, traditional, “elite” (restricted), 
universal, compulsory, etc., and evaluate the appropriateness of these 
forms for people in developing countries 

2.3 explain the importance of basic literacy, and analyse data for measuring 
literacy levels;  describe and evaluate examples of literacy programmes 
in countries of the South Pacific and/or other developing countries 

 
 
Outcome 3:  Explain why women should receive the same opportunities  

as men 
 
Students will be able to 
 
3.1 discuss why women and men should have the same opportunities in 

terms of education, employment and other aspects of life 
 
 
Outcome 4:  Describe and explain some of the cultural and religious  

influences on development 
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Students will be able to: 
 
4.1 give examples of how traditional culture in the Pacific islands can assist 

or interfere with development 
4.2 give examples of how people’s religion or belief system can affect 

economic and social development  -  e.g. ban on women drivers in Saudi 
Arabia, caste system in India, no birth control for Catholics, ….. 

4.3 explain how a person’s own spiritual development can impact upon his 
material life  -  e.g. acquiring virtues such as honesty, perseverance, 
trustworthiness, generosity; being ready to give service to others without 
financial rewards, … 

 
 
SECTION G:   RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
Students are required to complete a major research project as an integral part of 
the course.  This project will involve investigation of a development issue of local 
relevance, and is to be undertaken over a four-week period. The student is 
expected to complete practical work that involves him/her in the development 
process.  Further details are given in the next section.    
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ASSESSMENT 
 

Students will be assessed in two ways: 
 
WRITTEN EXAMINATION (60% OF TOTAL MARKS) 
 
There will be a three-hour examination, including reading time, that tests key 
thinking and practical skills, together with knowledge of Sections A to F of the 
Prescription. 
 
The examination paper will have 8 questions.  All questions will be compulsory 
and will normally be based on pictorial, graphic, diagrammatic, statistical and 
written resources.  Most questions will involve short answers, but some will 
require paragraphs or longer answers. 
 
The examination will be marked out of 100, then adjusted to give a total out of 60 
marks.  The weighting of marks by questions will be as follows: 
 

1. WORLD MAP (QUESTIONS ON ANY OF SECTIONS A TO F)      5 
2. CARTOON OR PICTURE (QUESTIONS ON ANY OF A TO F)           5 
3. WHAT IS DEVELOPMENT?       15 
4. PRIMARY PRODUCTION AND AGRICULTURE    15 
5. SECONDARY, TERTIARY AND QUATERNARY PRODUCTION 15 
6. INTERNATIONAL AID        15 
7. ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY      15 
8. SOCIAL ISSUES        15 

 
TOTAL                    100 

 
 
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT (40% OF TOTAL MARKS) 
 
There will be three tasks: 
 
 
Quality of life survey (10% of total course marks) 
 
As part of Section A of the course (“What is Development?”), students will collect 
primary data from an area near their school, or from  staff and/or students on 
the school campus itself.  Data will relate to various aspects of the quality of life 
in the area  -  both personal information (e.g. age, gender, length of residence in 
the area, income, occupation, educational level) and household information (e.g. 
water supply, water quality, building materials used for the home, sanitation, 
source of lighting, fuel for cooking, household amenities such as radio, television 
and vehicles).  The collection of data can be done in small groups or teams, each 
of which surveys a few of the households in the area, then put together to provide 
information that is available to the whole class.   
 
All information collected will then be collated and processed by each individual 
student.  Processing will involve the calculation of development indicators, 
analysis of the findings, and the presentation of data in the form of a statistical 
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report that includes graphs, maps, and short statements of analysis, synthesis 
and explanation.  The report will be on the quality of life in the selected area.    
Two exemplars of such reports are provided in the Appendix to this Prescription. 
 
Two weeks of class time will be allotted to the collection and preparation of the  
statistical report, which accounts for 10% of total marks for the course. 
 
 
Seminar on extractive industry / methods of ensuring food security (10% of 
total course marks) 
 
During Section B of the course, students will participate in a class seminar that 
helps them to reflect upon issues relating to the primary sector of economic 
development.   They will work individually or in pairs to research and present 
ONE of the following topics: 
 
EITHER:  A case study of ONE extractive primary industry in ONE Pacific country  

 -  forestry, or mining or fishing.  Information should include the nature of 
the resources being exploited, methods of extraction or removal, and the 
economic benefits and drawbacks. 

 
OR: ONE of the following strategies for raising agricultural productivity and 

achieving food security: 
• appropriate technology 
• new sources of protein 
• fish farming (aquaculture) 
• food aid 
• land reform 
• hydroponics 
• focusing on women and up-grading their role in agriculture 
• the “Green Revolution” -  using high-yielding varieties and genetically 

modified species 
• methods of overcoming loss of food through natural disasters (e.g. by 

traditional methods of food preservation) 
• other strategies that may be relevant  

It is expected that students will obtain most of their information from secondary 
sources, especially books, magazines and the internet.   
 
After researching and organizing relevant information, each student (or pair) will 
make an oral presentation to the class, supported by one or more visual aids.  
This presentation, which should last for approximately 10 minutes, will be 
assessed according to depth of content, accuracy of information, relevance to the 
chosen topic, structure of presentation, clarity and fluency of communication, 
use of visual aid(s), interest value, and the ability to ask and answer questions  
 
Two-three weeks of class time (depending on class size) will be devoted to 
research for, and presentation of, the seminar, which accounts for 10% of total 
marks for the course. 
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Research project (20% of total marks for the course) 
 
All students will conduct an individual major research project in Development 
Studies, for which at least 4 weeks of class time should be allocated.  This project 
will account for 20% of total marks for the whole course.   
 
The research should be carried out at a local scale, with the student selecting a 
development issue or problem that is relevant to his/her own local area or 
community.  Information should be obtained from primary sources using several 
different research methods  -  observations, interviews, systematic surveys using 
questionnaires, in-depth case studies, etc.   Secondary sources may also be used, 
but the focus must be on primary data. 
 
After collecting appropriate information, the student will collate and organize the 
material, analyse and explain the data obtained, and show how findings relate to 
the issue being investigated or the aims of the project.  The written report should 
have a length of 1000-1500 words and contain relevant graphs, tables, maps and 
photographs, etc.  It should have a clear structure and feature the following: 

• Introduction (aims, statement of issue or problem under consideration, 
simple sketch map of the area of study) 

• Description of methods of data collection and any problems encountered 
• Presentation of the main findings:  for example, for each sub-topic or  

question being investigated, there could be a graph or table showing the 
results of the investigation, and paragraphs analyzing and explaining 
the results.   

• Discussion of the practical work undertaken 
• Conclusion  -  a summary of the results obtained, with clear links to the 

main body of the report 
• Solutions or recommendations 
• Bibliography 
• Appendix (e.g. copy of questionnaire used) 

 
An important aspect of the research project is the “practical component”.  The 
aim is to get the student actually participating in the development issue under 
consideration, e.g. by doing work experience in the business, farm or other 
establishment being investigated, or by presenting a summary of their findings to 
the community, village or establishment concerned.   
Students can select their topic from the following list, or else choose their own 
issue (subject to the teacher’s approval): 
 

• Rural development in the local area, or on one island in the country 
• Case study of one secondary industry in the local area  -  its nature and 

impact 
• Sustainable development in the local area 
• Case study of a multi-national company operating in the local area 
• Impact of a specific infrastructure on economic and social development  

-  e.g. a new road, new airport, new wharf 
• Impact of the internet in the local area 
• Construction by the student himself/herself of a small-scale 

infrastructure in the local area (e.g. a sanitation project, an irrigation 
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scheme, water supply system, children’s playground, new road …) and 
an evaluation of its impact 

• Local transport problem, e.g. inadequate road system, traffic congestion, 
accident “black spot” 

• Evaluation of a local adult literacy programme 
• Evaluation of health care in the local area 
• Case study of a major sickness or a health problem in the local area  -  

its nature, causes, methods of treatment and possible solutions 
• Comparison between the quality of life in two very distinct areas 

(perhaps using data already collected in the earlier quality of life survey) 
• Evaluation of the opportunities open to women in the local area 
• Methods of conflict resolution in the local area 
• Distribution and marketing of locally-grown or locally-produced 

foodstuffs in a town or rural area 
• An opinion survey on local issues  -  e.g. on the care of the environment, 

quality of water, location of a new rubbish dump, “free trade” and its 
effect on the local economy, in-migration of people from a different 
island or country, … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADVISORY SECTION 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION ON GLOBAL ECONOMIC GROUPINGS AND LINKS 
 
Economic progress can be considered as a pathway, with countries moving along 
this pathway at different speeds.  Those that have advanced the furthest are the  
“most economically developed” countries (MEDCs), whose driving force has been 
industrial development.  Those that have advanced very little can be considered 
as the “least economically developed” (LLEDCs):  their economies are largely 
based on agriculture, mostly of a subsistence nature, and poverty is widespread. 
Between these groupings are the “less economically developed” (LEDCs), the 
“former communist countries” (FCCs), the “newly industrializing countries” (NICs) 
and the “oil and petroleum exporting countries” (OPECs).  These groupings can be 
shown as a continuum (Fig. 1) 
 
Fig. 1 
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OPECs NICs LLEDCs LEDCs FCCs MEDCs 

 
                     Low income countries              Middle income countries      High income countries 
 
 
 
Examples of countries in these groupings: 
 

Category Example of country GDP per capita in 2000 
(PPP in US$) 

HDI in 2000 

LLEDC Sierra Leone  448 0.258 
LEDC Pakistan 1,834 0.498 
FCC Russian Federation 7,473 0.775 
NIC Mexico  8,297 0.790 
OPEC Saudi Arabia 10,815 0.754 
MEDC Canada  26,251 0.936 

 
                                         Fig. 2 
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Fig. 2  shows links between 
former colonial powers and 
colonies that are maintained 
today through “neo-
colonialism”: 
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Fig. 3 is a statistical map that shows how wealth is concentrated in the MEDCs.  
The size of the country, as drawn on the map, shows its share of the total world 
gross domestic product (GDP) in 1998.   
 
Fig. 3:  A proportional map of the world, by share of GDP, 1998 
 
 

 
 

Daniels P., Human Geography, Pearson Education Ltd., UK, p.318.  
 
 
 
 

THE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX 
 
The Human Development Index was developed by the United Nations in 1998 in 
an attempt to show that “development” involves much more than just economic 
development.  In the words of the UNDP’s annual Human Development Report, 
“the HDI measures the overall achievements in a country in three basic 
dimensions of human development  -  longevity, knowledge and a decent 
standard of living”.   
 
It is calculated by combining three measurements: 

• life expectancy 
• educational attainment (adult literacy and combined primary, secondary 

and tertiary enrolment) 
• income per capita in purchasing power parity (PPP) US dollars 
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EXPLANATION OF COMMON TERMS USED IN EXAMINATIONS 
 
 
analyse: to examine something methodically and in detail in order to find 

its meaning;  identify component parts and be able to explain 
relationships and interactions between these parts 
 

“bottom-up” development: development that begins at the grassroots or local  
community level, initiated by the people themselves  and using 
their own funds and resources;  in time, regional organizations 
develop, e.g. for marketing, and benefits spread to a wider area 
 

compare and contrast: “compare” means to point out the similarities between  
two things or processes;  “contrast” means to point out the 
differences between them  

 
continuum:  a line along which there is a continuous change;  the extremes 

are shown at either end, e.g. the continuum between LLEDCs and 
MEDCs. 

 
define: to state or explain the meaning of 
 
describe: to write about the features of something in some detail 
 
differentiate:  to distinguish between, or bring out the differences between, 

two or more features, processes or concepts 
 
discuss: to explain an issue that can be approached from two or more 

points of view, pointing out advantages and disadvantages, or 
arguments for and against 

 
evaluate: to make a judgement about something or assess its usefulness or  

give an opinion, giving reasoned arguments or evidence to support 
your view 
 

explain: to give reasons why something takes place. 
 
identify: to name the main feature/s or process/es being considered 
 
infer:  to make a deduction from observed facts or statements about what  

may happen next, or possible consequences 
 
interpret: to express the meaning of an illustration or resource in simpler  

language 
 

justify: give reasons or evidence to support an opinion or statement 
 
local area:   the area immediately around you that you know at first hand  -   

your school, village, town or island 
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neo-colonialism:  way in which powerful industrial nations, often former 
colonial  
powers, continue to exercise economic and even political 
domination over the economies and societies of former colonies or 
developing countries;  such countries may have already gained 
their political independence, but are still controlled from outside, 
e.g. through trade, aid, the influence of 
multinational/transnational companies, overseas investors and 
international debt  

 
purchasing power parity:  this is a method of adjusting GNP/GDP per capita 
so 

that it more accurately reflects the real value of the money in a 
country;  the GNP/GDP per capita is converted into “international 
dollars” that have the same purchasing power as a US dollar in the 
USA 

 
region: an area that can be identified by one or more common 
characteristics;   

it can be on a small scale, such as the Apia region;  or it can be on 
a medium scale, such as the South West Pacific, Sub-Saharan 
Africa  

 
strategy  plan of action in order to achieve an objective or goal  
 
summarize:    to give a summary of, or outline the main points of, an issue, a  

report, etc.   
 

synthesise:     to make a generalization about a number of features or  
processes;  to look for patterns and trends;  to create a hypothesis 
or an idea to explain something 
 

systems diagram:   a diagram that shows how the different parts of an 
economic  

or a natural system are linked together, with inputs, processes, 
outputs, markets and “feedback” 

 
“top-down” development:  development that is started by a national 
government  

and proceeds through regional agencies down to local level;  
decisions are taken by the state or by aid donors, and funding 
often comes from overseas;  benefits are supposed to “trickle” down 
to the grassroots from above 
 

trend: change or tendency that takes place over time 
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LIST OF SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING RESOURCES 
 

There is no one single textbook that contains all the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes required for the PSSC Development Studies course.  Teachers will 
have to use their initiative in obtaining relevant information from existing 
texts, magazines, newspaper articles, web-sites, DVDs, CD-ROMs, etc.  
Development Studies is a rapidly-changing field, so teachers and students 
must ensure that they are using resources that are not out-dated.   
 
On the next page is a tentative list of texts and materials that can be useful for 
different sections of the course: 
 
Textbooks: 
 

For student 
(S) or teacher 
(T) reference 

Author, Title and Publisher What is 
develop-
ment? 

Econ. 
Devel.  

-  prim. 

Econ. 
Devel.  
-  sec., 
tert., 
quat. 

Aid Environ
ment 

Social 

S,T Waugh D., The Wider World, 
(latest edition), Thomas Nelson, 
(most recent date)  ISBN 0-17-
434309-4 

● ● ●  ●  

S,T Flint D., Progress and Change in 
Developing Countries, Basil 
Blackwell, 1991 

● ● ● ● ●  

S,T Morrish M., Development in the 
Third World, OUP, 1991 

● ● ●  ●  

T Development Education Project, 
Teaching Development Issues (7 
booklets), Manchester, UK, 1986 

● ● ● ● ● ● 

T Nielsen R., The Little Green 
Handbook, Scribe Publications, 
Melbourne, 2005, ISBN 1-920769-
30-7 

●   ● ●● ● 

T Worldwatch Institute, State of the 
World, Norton, New York (annual 
publication) 

● ● ●  ●● ● 

T Worldwatch Institute, Vital Signs, 
Norton, New York (annual 
publication) 

● ● ●  ●● ● 

T McNaught A. et al, Global 
Challenge, Pearson Education, 
UK, ISBN 0582-42980-3 

●  ●  ●  

T Potter R. et al, Geographies of 
Development, Pearson Education, 
UK, ISBN 0-130-60569-7 

●  ● ● ●  

T Daniels P. et al, Human 
Geography, Pearson Education, 
UK, ISBN 0-582-36799-9 

● ● ●    

T Pretty J., The Earthscan Reader in 
Sustainable Agriculture, Stylus, 
2005, ISBN 1-84407-236-3 

 ●     
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For student 
(S) or teacher 
(T) reference 

Author, Title and Publisher What is 
develop-
ment? 

Econ. 
Devel.  

-  prim. 

Econ. 
Devel.  
-  sec., 
tert., 
quat. 

Aid Environ
ment 

Social 

T Kirby J., The Earthscan Reader in 
Sustainable Development, Stylus, 
1995, ISBN 1-85383-216-2 

    ●  

T Edwards M, The Earthscan 
Reader on NGO Management, 
Stylus, 2002, ISBN 1-85383-848-9 

   ●   

T Pickup F., Ending Violence 
Against Women, Stylus, 2001 
ISBN 0-85598-438-4 

     ● 

T Barrientos S., Ethical Sourcing in 
the Global Food System, Stylus, 
2006, ISBN 1-84407-199-5 

 ●     

T Purvis M., Exploring Sustainable 
Development, Stylus, 2004, ISBN 
1-85383-472-6 

    ●  

T Sweetman C., Gender and the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
Stylus, 2005, ISBN 0-85598-478-3 

     ● 

T Dodds F., Human and 
Environmental Security, Stylus, 
2005, ISBN 1-84407-214-2 

    ● ● 

T Chambers R., Ideas for 
Development, Stylus, 2005,  
ISBN 1-84407-088-3 

●      

T Morse S., Indices and indicators in 
Development, Stylus,  
ISBN 1-84407-011-5 

●      

T Johnson S., Microfinance and 
Poverty Reduction , Stylus,  
ISBN 0-85598-369-8 

  ●    

T Grynberg R., Paying the Price for 
Joining the WTO, Stylus,  
ISBN 0-85092-750-1 

●      

 
 
Regular magazines or newspapers relevant to all sections of the 
prescription: 
 
New Internationalist Magazine (monthly publication), New Internationalist Publications, UK  
 
The Guardian Weekly (weekly newspaper), The Guardian, UK 
 
The Gap and Teachers for One World (development issues in Australasia), Global Action 
Publications, Adelaide, AUSTRALIA 
 
Worldwatch Magazine (6 issues per year), Worldwatch Institute, USA 
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Progress in Development Studies (journal), Hodder Arnold, UK (also available online  -  see 
below) 
 
 
Audio-visual materials 
 
Appropriate Technology:  Designing for a Sustainable Future, Community Aid Abroad, 
Victoria, AUSTRALIA (video-cassette and booklet of teacher support materials) 
 
The Backbone of Development:  Resources and ideas for understanading the role of women in 
economic development  -  for Key Stages 3 and 4, Development Education Centre, Birmingham, 
UK (1 booklet and 1 pack of 16 colour photographs) 
 
 
 
Atlases with cartographic information on all sections of the prescription 
 
Peters A., Atlas of the World, Longman, UK 
  
Jacaranda, Jacaranda Atlas, 5th edition, Jacaranda Press, 2000 
 
Chris Chittenden, Macmillan New Zealand World Atlas, Macmillan 
 
 
 
Useful web-sites 

 
http://blds.ids.ac.uk/blds/guides/index.html     British Library for Development Studies, Institute 
of Development Studies, Brighton, UK  (guide to information on all aspects of development) 
 
http://devnet.anu.ed.au/     Development Studies Network at the Australian National University 
(encourages discussion and exchange of information on global development issues, including 
official development aid) 
 
www.ingentaconnect.com    Online version of the journal Progress in Development Studies 
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SAMPLE TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME 
 

This is a suggested plan of the time that needs to be spent on different learning 
outcomes during the school year.  Teachers can use it as a basis for their 
detailed schemes of work.  The programme allows for spare weeks for term 
holidays,  reviews and tests, revision, etc.  It is only a guide, since countries 
and schools in the region have a variety of term times.  The sample programme 
also indicates times when the three IA tasks can be covered.     
 
Term Week Section of 

prescription 
Topic Work to be covered 

1 1 Introduction to course.  Outcomes 1-3 
 2 Outcome 3:  Quality of Life Survey (IA#1) 
 3 Outcome 3:  Quality of Life Survey (IA#1) 
 4 Outcome 4 
 5 Outcome 5 
 6 

A What is  
Development? 

Review and Test 
 7 Outcome 1 
 8 Outcome 2 
 9 Outcome 3 
 10 Outcome 4 and preparation for Seminar (IA#2) 
 11 Outcome 4:  Seminar (IA#2)  
 12 

B Economic  
Development: 
Primary  

Review and Test 
 13 C Ec. Dev:  Sec., 

Tert., Quat.    
Outcome 1 

 
2 1 Outcomes 1 and 2 
 2 Outcomes 3 and 4 
 3 Outcome 5 
 4 Outcomes 6 and 7 
 5 Outcome 8 
 6 

C 
(cont.) 

Economic  
Development: 
Secondary,  
Tertiary, 
Quaternary 

Review and Test 
 7 Outcome 1 
 8 Outcomes 2 and 3 
 9 Outcome 4 
 10 

D International  
Aid 

Outcome 5.  Review and Test 
 11 Research Project (IA#3) 
 12 Research Project (IA#3) 
 13 

G Research  
Project 

Research Project (IA#3) 
 

3 1 G Research Proj. Research Project (IA#3) 
 2 Outcome 1 
 3 Outcome 2 
 4 

E Environmental 
Security 

Outcome 3.  Review and Test 
 5 Outcome 1 
 6 Outcomes 2 and 3 
 7 Outcome 4 
 8 

F Social 
Issues 

Review and Test 
 9 Revision  
 10 

Revision 
Programme 

Revision 
Programme Revision  

 



 
AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  11  

  
PPSSSSCC  IInntteerrnnaall  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  AApppprroovvaall  SSuummmmaarryy  FFoorrmm  

YYEEAARR  ……………………..  
 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
 

Country ____________________ School ________________________________________   
  
 

Timing Schedule 
 

Task Task Description 
Start 
Date End      

Date 
Task 

Weighting 

1.  Quality of 
Life 
Survey 

   10% 

2.  Seminar    10% 

3.  Research 
Projectt 

   20% 

TOTAL 40% 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you using the approved IA programme from the previous year?  YES         NO 

• If YES, you are required only to complete the form above and note any minor adjustments from the 
programme you used last year. 

• If NO, you are required to complete a full IA Approval including providing assessment 
tasks/schedules, topics, etc. where necessary.

Note: Be specific about start and end dates (not just week 2, term 2 etc.) 
 

 
Teacher:………………………………………..   Date: ……………………… 
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(This form is sent out by SPBEA to all participating schools early each year.  Teachers 
must complete the details as soon as possible, then return it to SPBEA. ) 

APPENDIX 2 
 

MARKING SCHEME FOR QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEY  
 

1. Quality of graphs, diagrams and maps: 
2 marks Good Most findings have been presented with the aid of graphs, diagrams and maps, 

and these illustrations have been accurately and correctly drawn and labeled 
1 mark Adequate Some of the findings of the survey have been presented through graphs, 

diagrams and maps, and these illustrations are adequately drawn. 
0 marks Limited Only one or two inadequate graphs or illustrations are shown. 

 
2. Appropriateness of methods of data representation:   

2 marks Good At least three different types of graph have been shown, and all methods of data 
representation are appropriate 

1 mark Adequate One or some of the maps, graphs, diagrams, etc. is/are not appropriate 
0 marks None None of the maps, graphs, diagrams, etc. are appropriate, OR there are no 

graphs or maps produced 
 

3. Data analysis, synthesis and explanation 
4 marks Excellent All data was collected from primary sources.  Patterns and trends are correctly 

and fully analysed, with clear, sensible explanations and excellent use of 
supporting data to back up all statements and generalizations .   

3 marks Good Most data comes from primary sources.  Most patterns and trends are correctly 
analysed, with reasonable explanations and good use of supporting data to back 
up statements and generalizations. 

2 marks Adequate Some patterns and trends are identified and described, with satisfactory 
explanations.  A few generalizations are made, with some supporting data 

1 mark Limited Only a few basic patterns are mentioned, with vague or inadequate explanations 
and little supporting data. 

0 marks None No analysis or explanations. 
 

4. Presentation 
2 marks Good The report is well organized and presented, with a clear and logical structure 

and reasonably correct use of English.  There is a list of contents, and 
illustrations are integrated into the text.  

1 mark Adequate Fair degree of organization and presentation shown.  English usage is not 
always clear. 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

  MARKING SCHEME FOR SEMINAR 
 

1. Accuracy and depth of content and its relevance to the selected topic: 
2 marks Good The content of the seminar paper is accurate and highly relevant to the selected 

topic.  There is evidence that research has been conducted in considerable 
depth. 

1 mark Adequate The content is reasonably relevant to the selected topic, although there may be 
some inaccuracies.  There is evidence that some research has been done from 
books, magazines or other sources. 

0 marks Limited Content is not very relevant to the topic and there is little evidence of any 
proper research. 

 
2. Use of visual aids and specific examples:   

2 marks Good Two or more attractive and relevant visual aids have been produced (e.g. wall-
charts, models, maps, slide presentations).  There is good use of specific 
examples to back up statements and generalizations made 

1 mark Adequate At least one visual aid has been produced, and it is reasonably relevant and 
attractive.  Only a few specific examples are given.   

0 marks Limited No visual aids are produced.   
 

3. Clarity and fluency of communication 
2 marks Good The oral presentation is loud, clear and fluent, with good use of English 
1 mark Adequate The oral presentation is audible and reasonably fluent, with reasonable use of 

English.   
0 marks Limited The speaker cannot be heard, or the presentation is unclear.   

 
4. Structure and logic 

2 marks Good The talk is well structured, with all points presented in a clear and logical 
manner that is easy to follow 

1 mark Adequate The talk has a reasonable structure and can be followed by the class, although 
one or two points may not be presented very logically.   

0 marks Limited The talk has no logical structure and is hard to follow 
 

5. Questions and interest value 
2 marks Good The talk stimulates considerable interest and generates several questions from 

other students in the class.  These questions are well answered by the speaker.  
1 mark Adequate The class finds the talk interesting, and at least one question is asked  -  to 

which the speaker is able to respond.   
0 marks Limited The presentation is boring, and no questions are asked.  OR  questions are 

asked, but the speaker is unable to respond to any of them 
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APPENDIX 4:  MARKING SCHEME FOR RESEARCH PROJECT 
 

1. Selection and identification of an appropriate issue   
2 marks Good An appropriate issue or problem was selected, with minimal help from the teacher.  The issue or 

problem is clearly identified in the introduction to the report, and the area of study is defined with 
the aid of a clear sketch map or maps.  

1 mark Adequate An appropriate issue or problem was selected, with help from the teacher.  The issue or problem is 
briefly described, and the area of study is shown on a map. 

0 marks Limited The issue is poorly defined or unclear, and there is no map to show the location of the area of study. 
 

2. Methods of data collection, problems encountered, quality and quantity of data collected   
2 marks Good Data collection methods are fully described, and problems encountered during data collection are 

mentioned. A considerable amount of accurate data has been collected from a number of sources 
1 mark Adequate Data collection methods are briefly described or listed.  A reasonable amount of data has been 

collected, and most of it is relevant. 
0 marks Limited Data collection methods are not mentioned.  Most of the data obtained is either vague, inaccurate or 

irrelevant to the issue being studied.   
 

3. Analysis, presentation and explanation of data obtained    
5-6 
marks 

Excellent- 
Good 

The report provides clear evidences of results through graphs, tables and statements of analysis and 
explanation     At least 3 types of graph have been used.  Illustrations show some original touches 
and are integrated into the text.  There are reasoned and sensible explanations being offered, with 
good use of supporting data to back up all generalizations.  

3-4 
marks 

Adequate Results are presented through graphs, tables and statements of analysis, with some attempt at 
explanation.  Reasonable use of supporting data to back up generalizations.  There are at least 2 
different types of graph, and some integration of illustrations is done.  

1-2 
marks 

Limited Only a few results are mentioned, and explanations are mostly inadequate or vague.  Limited use of 
supporting data to back up generalizations.  

0 marks None No description, analysis or explanation is attempted.  No illustrations 
 

4. Conclusions and solutions/recommendations   
3 marks Good The student draws valid conclusions about the issue, with excellent links being made to material 

presented in the body of the report.  There are some useful solutions or recommendations regarding 
the issue under research 

2 marks Adequate A few conclusions are drawn, and some links are made to material presented in the body of the 
report.  One or two recommendations or solutions are given. 

1 mark Limited Conclusion and recommendations/solutions are short and generalized, and one or other of them may 
be lacking  

0 marks None There are no conclusions, solutions or recommendations 
 

5. Organisation and presentation of the report, including referencing   
2 marks Good The research project is well organized and presented, showing a clear and logical structure and 

written in reasonably clear and correct English.  There is a proper list of contents, pages are 
numbered and all sources of information are acknowledged in a bibliography. 

1 mark Adequate Fair degree of organization and presentation shown, but English language is not always clear. There 
is a list of contents. A bibliography may or may not be present 

0 mark Limited Rather disorganized and inadequately presented. 
 

6. Punctuality     
2 marks Good The student submits the report on or before the deadline date * 
1 mark Limited The student is 1 to 6 days late in submitting the report 
0 marks None The student is over one week late in submitting the report, without good reason 

* It is suggested that the teacher negotiates the deadline date with his or her students 
 
7. Practical component   

3 marks Good The student conducts a relevant and useful practical activity and provides detailed evidence of this 
in his/her report 

2 marks Adequate The student undertakes some practical activity and describes it in his/her report  
1 mark Limited The student undertakes some practical activity, but it may not be particularly relevant and is only 

mentioned briefly in the report 
0 marks None There is no evidence that any practical activity was undertaken 
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APPENDIX 5 
 

MARK SHEET FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEY 
 
 
Instructions 
 
• A copy of this sheet, together with a full copy of student instructions and teacher’s 

mark scheme, must be placed inside the front page of each student’s report. 
• Section B below must be completed by the class teacher. 
 
 
 
Section A 
 
Name of student:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
School:   __________________________________________________________________________ 
Country:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of local area or community being investigated: _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Section B Assessment (Class teacher) 
 
Note:  Half marks must not be used. 
 

 
Mark Allocated 

Criteria 

 
Max. 

possible 
 
Actual 

You may wish to comment on aspects of the 
student’s work that led to your assessment of good, 
adequate, limited.  

 
1 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
2 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
3 

 
4 

 
 

 
 

 
4 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
10 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PSSC Development Studies Prescription 2007 

34

APPENDIX 6 
 

MARK SHEET FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES SEMINAR 
 
 
Instructions 
 
• A copy of this sheet, together with a full copy of student instructions and teacher’s 

mark scheme, must be placed inside the front page of each student’s report. 
• Section B below must be completed by the class teacher. 
 
 
 
Section A 
 
Name of student:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
School:   __________________________________________________________________________ 
Country:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of seminar topic: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Section B Assessment (Class teacher) 
 
Note:  Half marks must not be used. 
 

 
Mark Allocated 

Criteria 

 
Max. 

possible 
 
Actual 

You may wish to comment on aspects of the 
student’s work that led to your assessment of good, 
adequate, limited.  

 
1 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
2 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
3 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
4 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
5 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
10 
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APPENDIX 7 
 

MARK SHEET FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
Instructions 
 
• A copy of this sheet, together with a full copy of student instructions and teacher’s 

mark scheme, must be placed inside the front page of each student’s report. 
• Section B below must be completed by the class teacher. 
 
 
Section A 
 
Name of student:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
School:   ________________________________________________________________________ 
Country:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of issue or problem being investigated: ______________________________________________ 
Name of local area where issue or problem is being studied  ________________________________ 
 
 
Section B Assessment (Class teacher) 
* Half marks must not be used. 

 
Mark Allocated 

Criteria 

 
Max. 

possible 
 
Actual 

You may wish to comment on aspects of the 
student’s work that led to your assessment of good, 
adequate, limited.  

 
1 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
2 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
3 

 
6 

 
 

 
 

 
4 

 
3 

 
 

 
 

 
5 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
6 

 
2 

 
 

 
 

 
7 

 
3 

 
 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
20 
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APPENDIX 8:  MARK CAPTURE FORMS FOR IA TASKS 
 

PACIFIC SENIOR SECONDARY CERTIFICATE 
 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
 

IA Mark Capture Form 
 

Quality of Life Survey 
 

Country: ____________________ School: ______________________________ 
 

Name 

Surname First name 

 
Candidate 

Code 

Teacher  
Mark 

(out of 10 marks) 
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PACIFIC SENIOR SECONDARY CERTIFICATE 
 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
 

IA Mark Capture Form 
 

Seminar 
 

Country: ____________________ School: ______________________________ 
 

Name 

Surname First name 

 
Candidate 

Code 

Teacher  
Mark 

(out of 10 marks) 
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PACIFIC SENIOR SECONDARY CERTIFICATESCHOOL 
 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
 

IA Mark Capture Form 
 

Research Project 
 

Country: ____________________ School: ______________________________ 
 
 

 

Name 

Surname First name 

 
Candidate 

Code 

Teacher  
Mark 

(out of 20 marks) 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



 
PSSC Development Studies Prescription 2007 

39

APPENDIX 9:  EXEMPLARS  -  QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEY 
(INTERNAL ASSESSMENT TASK 1)  

 

 
 
 
 
(space for Q of L survey  by Esther T.:  24 pages, excluding the questionnaire at 

the end) 
 
 

(space for the Statistical Report by Anton Cobcroft:  18 pages) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
































































































